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Hi,  I 'm Karen Rene,  REALTOR® and founder
of  Realtor  for  Dreamers.

I  bel ieve homeownership should feel  excit ing,
empowering,  and achievable.  Whether  you're
purchasing your f irst  home,  relocating to a  new
community,  searching for  a  rental ,  or  preparing
to sel l ,  my goal  i s  to guide you with honesty,
education,  and support  every step of  the way.

Before real  estate,  I  built  my career  in
education,  helping famil ies  navigate  important
decis ions and l i fe  transit ions.  That  same passion
for serving others  now drives  my work in real
estate.

As a  Houston-area REALTOR®, I  proudly serve
buyers ,  se l lers ,  renters ,  and relocating famil ies
throughout Clear  Lake,  Webster ,  League City,
Pearland,  Friendswood,  Pasadena,  Galveston
County,  and surrounding communities .

My mission is  s imple:  to help dreamers  turn
their  real  estate  goals  into real ity—one door at  a
t ime.
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LET'S CONNECT



 

Why Work With Karen Rene?

✔  Education-First Approach

✔  Clear Communication

✔  Personalized Guidance

✔  Local Market Knowledge

✔  Buyer & Seller Support

✔  Relocation Assistance

✔  Trusted Resource Connections

✔  Contract-to-Close Guidance

Real  estate  i s  more than a  transaction—it's  a
major  l i fe  decis ion.  My goal  i s  to help you feel
informed,  conf ident,  and supported every step
of the way.

M y  g o a l  i s n ' t  s i m p l y  t o  h e l p  y o u  b u y  a
h o u s e .  M y  g o a l  i s  t o  h e l p  y o u  m a k e  a
c o n f i d e n t  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  y o u r
f u t u r e .
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FIRST-TIME BUYER MYTHS

FINANCIALS

GETTING PRE-APPROVED

OFFER & NEGOTIATION

INSPECTION

APPRAISAL

LOAN APPROVAL

SCHEDULE YOUR MOVE

CLOSING
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YOUR ROADMAP FROM DREAMER TO HOMEOWNER

The Home Buying Journey



Preparing for Homeownership
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01
❌  YOU NEED 20% DOWN

MANY LOAN PROGRAMS ALLOW QUALIFIED BUYERS

TO PURCHASE WITH MUCH LESS DOWN.

❌  YOU NEED PERFECT CREDIT

A PERFECT CREDIT SCORE IS NOT REQUIRED TO

BECOME A HOMEOWNER.

❌  RENTING IS ALWAYS CHEAPER

DEPENDING ON THE MARKET, OWNING CAN BUILD

LONG-TERM WEALTH AND STABILITY.

❌  YOU CAN'T BUY IF YOU HAVE STUDENT LOANS
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First-Time Buyer Myths



F a c t o r s  i n c l u d e :
✔  I n c o m e
✔  M o n t h l y  D e b t
✔  C r e d i t  S c o r e
✔  D o w n  P a y m e n t
✔  P r o p e r t y  T a x e s
✔  I n s u r a n c e  C o s t s
✔  H O A  F e e s  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e )

S p e a k  w i t h  a  l e n d e r  f o r  p e r s o n a l i z e d  n u m b e r s .

W h i l e  i t ' s  i d e a l  i f  y o u  c a n  p u t  a  2 0 %  d o w n -
p a y m e n t  o n  y o u r  n e w  h o m e ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t
n e c e s s a r y .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  t o  p u t  d o w n  m u c h
l e s s  a n d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  l o a n s  y o u  m a y  n e e d
a s  l i t t l e  a s  3 . 5 % .  

Do you need a down-
payment?

02 Financials
How much home 
can you afford?
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Pre-Qualification vs Pre-Approval

Understanding
Your Credit

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  a  c r e d i t  c h e c k  d o n e
a s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  y o u r
m o r t g a g e  a p p r o v a l  a n d  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

L o a n  p r o g r a m s  v a r y ,  b u t  m a n y  b u y e r s  f i n d
m o r e  f i n a n c i n g  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h
h i g h e r  c r e d i t  s c o r e s .  

Getting Pre-approved

M a n y  t i m e s  t h e s e  t e r m s  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n t e r c h a n g e b l y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .
Y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u r  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  w h i c h  i s  m o r e  c r e d i b l e  i n
y o u r  m a r k e t  a n d  t h e n  a p p l y .  

E i t h e r  w a y ,  b e i n g  p r e - q u a l i f i e d  o r  p r e - a p p r o v e d  s h o w s  t h e  s e l l e r  t h a t
y o u ' r e  s e r i o u s  a n d  t h a t  y o u  m o s t  l i k e l y  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e
h o m e  s h o u l d  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  p l a c e  a n  o f f e r .  P r e - a p p r o v a l  c a n  a l s o  h e l p
y o u  b u d g e t  a s  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d .

T h i s  p r e - a p p r o v a l  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  l o a n  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  s o  y o u  s t i l l
w a n t  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  y o u r  s p e n d i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  D o n ' t  m a k e
a n y  l a r g e  p u r c h a s e s ,  c h a n g e  j o b s  o r  a p p l y  f o r  n e w  c r e d i t  c a r d s  d u r i n g
t h i s  t i m e .

Avoid These Common Mistakes
Opening new credit  cards

Financing furniture  or  appliances
Changing jobs

Making large cash deposits  without documentation
Missing payments

03
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Find a Home
LET'S  TURN  YO UR WISH  LIST INTO  AN  ADDRESS
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Tour Homes

✔  T a k e  p h o t o s  w i t h  y o u r  p h o n e  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  e a c h  h o u s e .  O r g a n i z e
t h e  p h o t o s  a t  h o m e  w i t h  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s o  y o u  c a n
r e m e m b e r  d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  

✔  F o c u s  o n  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n ' t  c h a n g e  l i k e  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  l o t  o r
s i z e  o f  b e d r o o m s .  

✔  T e s t  t h i n g s  a s  y o u  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o m e .  O p e n  a n d  c l o s e
w i n d o w s ,  t u r n  f a u c e t s  o n  a n d  f l u s h  t o i l e t s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y t h i n g  i s
i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r .

✔  D o n ' t  f o c u s  o n  c o s m e t i c  i t e m s  t h a t  c a n  b e  c h a n g e d  l a t e r .

✔  V i s i t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  o f  d a y .

M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e
t h i n g s  y o u  n e e d  a n d  w a n t
i n  a  n e w  h o m e .  T h i n k
a b o u t  h o w  m a n y
b e d r o o m s  a n d  b a t h r o o m s
y o u  n e e d .  

D o  y o u  w a n t  a  b i g
k i t c h e n  o r  i s  a  f e n c e d - i n
y a r d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o
y o u ?  

T o g e t h e r  w e ' l l  t o u r  h o m e s
a n d  c o m p a r e  f e a t u r e s ,
l o c a t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d
v a l u e  t o  f i n d  t h e  b e s t  f i t
f o r  y o u r  g o a l s .

W h e n  y o u  f i n d  T H E  h o u s e ,
y o u r  n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  b e  t o
m a k e  a n d  o f f e r  a n d  g o
t h r o u g h  a n y  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

Home searching tips......
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04
O n c e  y o u ' v e  f o u n d  t h e  r i g h t  h o m e ,  w e ' l l
r e v i e w  c o m p a r a b l e  s a l e s ,  d e t e r m i n e  a
c o m p e t i t i v e  o f f e r  p r i c e ,  a n d  s u b m i t  a n  o f f e r
t h a t  p r o t e c t s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t s .

✔  R e v i e w  c o m p a r a b l e  s a l e s
✔  D e t e r m i n e  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  o f f e r
✔  I n c l u d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t i n g e n c i e s
✔  S u b m i t  y o u r  o f f e r

A f t e r  t h e  o f f e r  i s  s u b m i t t e d ,  t h e  s e l l e r
m a y  r e s p o n d  w i t h  a  c o u n t e r o f f e r .  W e ' l l
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t e r m s  t h a t
b e s t  s u p p o r t  y o u r  g o a l s .

✔  C o u n t e r o f f e r s
✔  R e p a i r  r e q u e s t s
✔  C l o s i n g  c o s t  n e g o t i a t i o n s
✔  T i m e l i n e  a d j u s t m e n t s
✔  F i n a l  c o n t r a c t  t e r m s

Offer & Negotiation
making an offer

negotiation
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A n  i n s p e c t i o n  c o n t i n g e n c y  g i v e s  y o u  t i m e  t o
e v a l u a t e  t h e  h o m e ' s  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  n e g o t i a t e  r e p a i r s
i f  n e e d e d .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  p r o t e c t i o n  s h o u l d
s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e s  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e
i n s p e c t i o n  p e r i o d .

✔  H V A C  c o n c e r n s
✔  R o o f  i s s u e s
✔  P l u m b i n g  l e a k s
✔  E l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r s
✔  F o u n d a t i o n  c o n c e r n s
✔  W a t e r  d a m a g e
✔  D r a i n a g e  c o n c e r n s
✔  A p p l i a n c e  d e f i c i e n c i e s
 

05 Inspection

Common Items 
Found During Inspections

Karen’s  Tip
Attend the inspection whenever  possible.  

Ask questions during the walkthrough.
Focus on major  safety and structural  concerns f irst .
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Final Steps
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✔  O r d e r e d  b y  y o u r  l e n d e r
✔  D e t e r m i n e s  t h e  h o m e ' s
m a r k e t  v a l u e
✔  H e l p s  p r o t e c t  y o u  f r o m
o v e r p a y i n g
✔  M a y  r e q u i r e
r e n e g o t i a t i o n  i f  v a l u e
c o m e s  i n  l o w
✔  C o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  f i n a l
l o a n  a p p r o v a l

06 Appraisal

07 Loan Approval
✔  L e n d e r  r e v i e w s  a l l  f i n a l  d o c u m e n t s
✔  E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  i n c o m e  m a y  b e  v e r i f i e d  a g a i n
✔  A v o i d  o p e n i n g  n e w  c r e d i t  a c c o u n t s
✔  A v o i d  l a r g e  p u r c h a s e s  b e f o r e  c l o s i n g
✔  S e c u r e  h o m e o w n e r ' s  i n s u r a n c e
✔  R e c e i v e  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  ( " C l e a r  t o  C l o s e " )
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08 Schedule your move

09 Closing

Y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  g e t  m o v e r s
s c h e d u l e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
M a k e  s u r e  t o  a v o i d  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e
m o v e  a n d  c l o s i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y
i f  p o s s i b l e .  I f  y o u  w i l l  b e  d o i n g
r e n o v a t i o n s ,  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  q u o t e s
f r o m  c o n t r a c t o r s .

M a k e  s u r e  y o u  s e t  u p  t h e  t r a n s f e r
o f  u t i l i t i e s  f o r  c l o s i n g  d a y .  

✔  C o m p l e t e  y o u r  f i n a l  w a l k - t h r o u g h
✔  B r i n g  a  v a l i d  p h o t o  I D
✔  B r i n g  a n y  r e q u i r e d  c e r t i f i e d  f u n d s
✔  R e v i e w  a n d  s i g n  c l o s i n g  d o c u m e n t s
✔  R e c e i v e  k e y s  t o  y o u r  n e w  h o m e
✔  C h a n g e  l o c k s  a n d  g a r a g e  c o d e s  a f t e r  m o v e - i n
✔  C e l e b r a t e  b e c o m i n g  a  h o m e o w n e r !
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Resources

utility setup checklist

✔  ELECTRICITY
✔  WATER
✔  INTERNET
✔  TRASH SERVICE
✔  CHANGE ADDRESS WITH USPS

helpful links

MORTGAGE CALCULATOR
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
HAR.COM
CREDIT MONITORING
HOME MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST

Preferred Lenders

home inspectors

insurance providers

buyer downloads

FIRST-TIME BUYER PROGRAMS
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
UTILITY TRANSFER CHECKLIST
HOME MAINTENANCE CALENDAR
MOVING CHECKLIST

NEED A TRUSTED LENDER?
CONTACT ME FOR MY CURRENT LIST OF PREFERRED LENDING PARTNERS.

NEED AN INSPECTOR?
I CAN CONNECT YOU WITH REPUTABLE INSPECTORS SERVING THE GREATER HOUSTON
AREA.

NEED HOMEOWNER'S INSURANCE?
ASK ME FOR TRUSTED LOCAL INSURANCE REFERRALS.

READY TO  START YO UR HOMEOWNERSHIP  JO URNEY?
📞  281-315-0633
📧  KAREN@KARENRENE.COM
🌐  KARENRENE.COM
Let's  turn your dream into an address . 15

TURNING DREAMS INTO ADDRESSES.

KAREN RENE, REALTOR®
SMALL REAL ESTATE GROUP



Dreamer's Home Buying Checklist

□  SCHEDULE BUYER CONSULTATION

□  GET PRE-APPROVED

□  DETERMINE BUDGET

□  CREATE WISH LIST

□  TOUR HOMES

□  SUBMIT OFFER

□  SCHEDULE INSPECTION

□  OBTAIN INSURANCE

□  F INAL WALKTHROUGH

□  CLOSE & CELEBRATE

DREAMER'S NOTES:
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THANK YOU, DREAMER
HOMEOWNERSHIP IS MORE THAN A TRANSACTION—IT'S A MILESTONE.

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO BE PART OF YOUR JOURNEY.

KAREN RENE
REALTOR FOR DREAMERS

BROKERED BY:

TURNING DREAMS INTO ADDRESSES.
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